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COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS  

1. We embrace student-first thinking.

2. We approach conversations with curiosity and question our 
assumptions, understanding that multiple solutions or 
approaches can exist at the same time and all be true.

3. We assume positive intent and respect one another through 
our words and actions.

4. We understand that we all can’t get what we want.

5. We encourage a variety of voices in our process, and make 
space for different communication styles and preferences. 



DAG 6 Recap



“REDUCE BUILDING AREA TO 
APPROXIMATELY 295,000 sf”

281,000 
GSF

261,000 
GSF

295,000 
GSF
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2024 2025

SCHOOL BOARD FRAMEWORK
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“REDUCE BUILDING AREA TO 
APPROXIMATELY 295,000 sf”

Spaces adjusted from 2024 Board-approved Comprehensive 
Plan to respond to the Board’s Cost Reduction Framework 
include:

● Standard Band Room - still exceeds existing; Ed Spec preferred
● CTE spaces right-sized 
● No added Teen Parent Center*
● Adjusted Flexible Learning Areas 
● Adjusted Teacher Planning / Collaboration spaces
● Adjusted Storage - still exceeds Ed Spec recommended

SCHOOL BOARD FRAMEWORK



New IBW Building
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Existing IBW
Building

COST REDUCTION STUDY SITE PLAN 

Per BoE Framework: Adjust 
Building Area to 295,000 GSF

Per BoE Framework: 
Limit Exterior Sitework

Existing Track/Field



Where are we now?



DESIGN PHASES:
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DEMOLISH         
OLD BUILDING,
FINISH SITEWORK
(TIMELINE TBD)

PROJECT SCHEDULE

CONSTRUCT
NEW BUILDING                
& MOVE IN
(TIMELINE TBD)

sdsch

COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN

(COMPLETE)

    DESIGN PHASES

 WE ARE HERE, IN SCHEMATIC DESIGN 

Schematic Design, Complete Fall 2025

Design Development, complete Spring 2026

Construction Documents, complete Fall 2026



POTENTIAL UPCOMING MEETING DATES

DAG 8: 

○ August 20 date postponed

○ NEW DATE: Thursday, September 25*

Community Design Workshop: Wednesday, October 22*

DAG 9 and 10: TBD

*Dates subject to change

Feedback?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GXO32NJOJlJ4a-hCxc9kJ4bw179OjwV_LAudkNFTpPk/viewform?edit_requested=true


Our Previous Work



PROJECT VISION STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

Bold
Innovative
Change
Truth
Lifting Up Voices
Persistence
Determination
Honor
Connection
Creative
Community
Support
Cultural Heritage
Knowledge sharing
Accessible to all
Gathering
Forums

Action
Justice
Advocacy
Pride
Feminism
Empathy
Courage
Inclusive
Empowerment
Breaking Barriers
Welcoming
Diversity
Kindness
Perseverance
Values
Free Speech



PROJECT VISION 

The new Ida B. Wells High School will 
embody the legacy of its namesake, 
shining a light on her commitment to 
truth, transparency, and justice.



EXTERIOR LOOK & FEEL - THIS! / NOT THAT!

THIS! 
Place a green dot on any image that reflects the project vision, 
Feels right for this location,
Represents Ida B. Wells High School,
Feels like an exciting place to go to school

NOT THAT! 
Place a red dot on any image that does not reflect the project vision, 
Does not feel right for this location,
Does not represent Ida B. Wells High School,
Does not feel like an exciting place to got to school



WEST ELEVATIONPREVIOUS DESIGN RENDERING



EXTERIOR DESIGN COLOR STUDIES



WELCOMING / COMFORTABLE SPACES SURVEY



WHAT MAKES THE SCHOOL COMMONS WELCOMING & COMFORTABLE?

● Incorporate Warm and Natural Elements
● Emphasize Natural Light
● Use Varied Seating Options
● Prioritize Human Scale and Proportions
● Ensure Accessibility
● Integrate Art and Color Thoughtfully
● Provide Inclusive Signage and Communication
● Create Flexible Spaces
● Balance Aesthetics with Functionality

 

Key takeaways for creating 
welcoming and comfortable spaces:



SUSTAINABILITY PRIMERS

Indoor Air Quality Daylight, Solar Orientation, & Window Design



Design Updates



SITE DESIGN



SITE DESIGN



SITE DESIGN



SITE DESIGN



SITE DESIGN
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MAIN ENTRY

COMMONS

ACADEMICS

ATHLETICS

PERFORMING ARTS
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BUILDING MASSING - PREVIOUS



MAIN ENTRY

COMMONS

ACADEMICS

ATHLETICS

PERFORMING ARTS
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BUILDING MASSING - CURRENT



BUILDING SECTION

ATHLETICS
COMMONS

LOBBY
MAIN 
ENTRY

TERRACE
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KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces

LEVEL 1 FLOOR PLAN (MAIN ENTRANCE LEVEL) 
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KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces

LEVEL 0 FLOOR PLAN (TERRACE LEVEL)
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KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces

LEVEL 2 FLOOR PLAN 
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KEY:

Performing Arts 
related spaces

Athletics related 
spaces

Admin and 
Partners related 
program and 
spaces

Academic related 
spaces

Building support 
related spaces

LEVEL 3 FLOOR PLAN 



BUILDING MASSING - RENDERED VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST



Feedback?

Bond Website: 
pps.net/IdaBWellsBond

Email:

WellsBond@pps.net




